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he President: (ws a pleasure to hive vou 
here todas. —Pounderstand that vou ve been 
brietedd on some doriestic and toreten 
polices issues. and we're concerned that all 
Americans are fuily aware of what we're 
doing and how it relates to them 

For those of souin the Efispante press. I 
want vou to know that mv concern is not 
something new or some grand camparnn 
Strategy. as some have indicated. Sinee my 
davs as Governor of California. [ve been 
aware of the mich contributions that: Amer: 
cans of Hispanic descent have made and 
are making to our country. Within 24 hours 
of declaring my candidacy tor President in 
1979. [ outlined a program that emphasized 


tu 


the amportance of better relations among 
lot asin this hemusphere. { said then and 
have echoed since at Cancun. during my 
trip to Central and South America, and 
durin many consultations with the Presi- 
dents of Mexico, that we in this hemisphere 
are all Americans. We worship the same 
God. We have enormous potential if we can 
απ on the many things that bind us to- 
zether here. trom North to South Pole. in 
this hemusphere 

And those of vou who are with us today 
from the religious press understand, per- 
haps better than most. how faith brings 
people together Recently [ visited Hispanic 
Dustmess leaders in meetings in Florida and 
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[ thank vou all vers much for jetting me 
be a part of this. and now vou have some 
Questions. 


Offensive Weapons in Cuba 


QO Mr  President—(tiaudible|--l don't 
have to tell vou how much we like vou in 
Miamt. You know about that. 

There has always been talk about the 
Kennedy-Khrushchey understanding οὗ 
1962. (Jnaudthle|—and Bill Casev' and Sec- 
retary Weinberger have said that the Bus- 
siun—{[tnaudible,—understanding through- 
out the vears on the Cuban—{inaudible|— 
bringing offensive weapons into the tslands. 

What is vour position? What are sour 
feelings on this understunding? Should the 
United States live up to it? 

The President. 1 have been Jooking at 
that. and with all the things that ure going 
on. we haven't been able to talk as much as 
we should about it. But [ have to tell vou 
that as far as I'm concerned. that agree- 
ment has been abrogated many times by 
the Soviet Union and Cuba in the bringing 
in cf what cam only be considered offensive 
weapons. not defensive, there. And well 
get around to that. 

We did try to open some talks when 
there seemed to be an indication coming 
from Cuba that there was a willingness for 
that. They got nowhere. So were going to 
curry on with what we're doing. 


